
Meeting Minutes 

STATE BOARD OF BUILDING REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS 
S:\BBR\BBRS\AGENDA\2008 Agenda\07_July\BBRS Minutes July 8, 2008 

A meeting of the Board of Building Regulations and Standards was held at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 8, 
2008 @ the National Guard Armory in Wellesley, MA.  
 
PRESENT 
Gary Moccia (GM), Chairman   -Registered Professional Engineer (Structural)   
Alexander (Sandy) MacLeod (SM), Vice-Chairman -Registered Architect 
Rob Anderson (RA)      -Chief of Inspections- Buildings 
Brian Gale (BG)     -Building Official from a Town 
Jerry Ludwig (JL)   -Registered Professional Engineer (Mechanical) 
William Middlemiss (WM)     -Head of a Local Fire Department 
Timothee Rodrique (TR)    -Designee for the State Fire Marshal 
Douglas Semple     -Building Official from a City 
ABSENT 
Stanley Shuman (SS)      -General Contractor of Commercial/Industrial Buildings 
Harry Smith (HS)     -One- and Two-Family Homebuilders 
Vacant Position     -Representative of Building Trades  
 
Tom Riley (TMR) and Mike Guigli (MSG) of the Board staff were present as well as others as indicated on the 
attendance sheets, which are on file at the Board. The official minutes are located on digital electronic file at 
J:\DPM_Files\BBRS - Public Hearing\ BBRS_Minutes_07_08_08.DSS 
 
MOTIONS, SECONDS, VOTES, and ACTIONS 
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Old Business 
1.  GM called the meeting to order and asked for round the table self introductions for existing and new 
members (Jerry Ludwig, William Middlemiss, and Douglas Semple) of BBRS.  

1:07 

2. The minutes of June 10, 2008 BBRS meeting were 
approved contingent upon changes to Old Business 
item #6 to incorporate the comments by TR on 
increased framing costs imposed by IRC due to the 7th 
edition while not supporting sprinklering of 1&2 
Family Dwellings.  

TR RA yes Make change 
and upload 
minutes to  DPS 
Website 

MSG 1:10 

3. 1&2 Family Sprinkler Committee: Next Meeting is Thursday July 10, 2008. TMR may cancel. TR gave a 
brief summary of some of the cost discussions. He noted that installation costs from union trades have 
been received and that he is looking for non union trades to provide estimates as well.  

 

4. For new members RA gave some background on the sprinkler committee genesis and mission. TR 
noted that the mission of the committee is to focus on new construction only.  

1:12 
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5 MSG gave an update on some of the Action items (4, 7, and 9) from previous BBRS meetings. RA gave 
some additional background on the role of state inspectors with regard to their involvement in 
municipal building departments when complaints are logged citing performance or other issues within 
the department. RA and TR gave an update on Item 9 which involves the investigation and actions 
associated with fire risk in large residential wood framed buildings. After the DPS fire report is 
complete a committee may be formed by BBRS to formulate potential code changes to address the issues 
that are raised in the report. RA also gave some background on Building Official certification. 

1:18 
or 
11 

6. TMR gave an update on the publication of the 7th edition Basic code. He noted that August 1, 2008 is a 
possible date. 

1:32 

7. TMR gave and update on the new ACI concrete 
technician license process and ask for a BBRS vote to 
allow existing licenses to be valid for 5 yrs from date of 
issue.  

BG WM Yes   1:36 

8. BBRS vote on making code changes to Chapters 13 
and 61 of the 7th edition effective on October 6, 2008 and 
that the grace period expires six months after the 
publication date of the basic code 7th edition. Note that 
if a design is done to the 6th edition of the code then the 
energy efficiency of the 6th edition can apply to that 
design.   

DS BG Yes   1:41 
or 
33 

9. TMR gave a brief FYI on comments received by EEO on the advanced energy code appendix 120AA 
that was not adopted as an amendment to the 7th edition. He suggested that he will provide the letter to 
those interested in this subject.   

2:00 

10.GM took out of order New Business item no. 7 in order to accommodate the presenter, Hal Cutler 
(HC). HC discussed consulting work for a client, CAI an ink producer, in Georgetown. He talked about 
one of their manufacturing processes that utilizes 1500 gallons of a Class II liquid (flash point of 100 
degrees F) but that it has such a low quantity of hydrocarbons that it would not burn at room 
temperature. It is currently regulated as a combustible liquid in the building code. NFPA 30 and 35 
classify these liquids as something other than this because of their incombustible nature. Changes have 
already been made in 527 CMR 14 and HC would recommend that similar language be incorporated 
into the building code. He then read the proposed code amendment (found as an exception no. 2) in 
307.2.  This will not be adopted as an emergency amendment but will be heard at the November Public 
Hearing.  This code change proposal will follow the normal BCCC and code change process.     

1:56 
or 
49 

New Business 
1. Approve new construction supervisor licenses: 373 
issued between June 6, 2008 and July 2, 2008. 

BG TR Yes   2:11 
or 
1:03 

2.Issue Building Official Use Only CSL: 
Louise Vera, State Inspector 
Michael J. McGourty, CSL 69092, Town of Braintree 

BG DS Yes   2:15 

3. Reinstate CSL exceeding one year expiration 
period.  
David S. Bartholdson, CSL #51361 with medical 
justification 

BG TR Yes Forward to C. 
Merchant for 
reinstatement. 

MSG 2:20 
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4. Approval of local building permit application for the 
Town of Gardner 

BG TR Yes   2:21 

5. New business Item # 6 BBRS Appeals Board Hearing Executive Session  
MSG notified the BBRS that MassPort has filed to the BBRS Appeals Board.  They are 
concerned that discussing the issues in the appeal at a public appeal hearing may compromise 
the safety of the concerned areas.  DPS Legal has informed them that the board will likely be 
able to conduct these hearing in executive session that is, closed to the public. GM suggested 
that Todd Grossman from DPS legal be at the first MassPort hearing to provide guidance to the 
BBRS as necessary.  

2:22 

6. New business item #8  
RA gave some background on the new fee schedule that is proposed. A&F suggests that another public 
hearing is not required to move forward this new schedule. GM stated that there is variation between 
municipalities with respect to inspections of typical 3 or 4 unit residential building. DS noted that his 
city for the most part makes inspections of these while BG and GM noted that they don’t typically do 
inspections unless complaints or other issues arise for specific buildings. GM is going to have Jim 
Kennedy poll building departments as to what their practice is on this subject. Mark Tebbetts (MT) 
commented that he does not like the idea of mandatory inspections because of potential liability issues 
being placed on the building official for issuing a CO without knowledge of work that does not meet 
code requirements that may have been done on the building without a building permit, as an example. 
DS noted that he relies on this language in the code to help him bring neglected properties into code 
compliance in some cases. Paul Moriarty suggested that the local Fire Department might be utilized to 
inspect existing properties. MSG suggested that this code language be examined and changed if 
necessary to allow inspections per what DS does in Attleboro but maintains the ultimate responsibility 
on the owner. TR suggested that MGL 143 Chapter 92 and 780 CMR Chapter 10 be in sync.  

2:25 

7. Mass Energy Bill  
TMR talked about key points contained in bill (qualified inspectors, new construction energy 
requirements for green communities, etc.). He suggested that he would forward the entire bill 
for those interested in reviewing it. 

2:41 

8. Specialty CSLs 
BBRS vote on policy recommendation to extend 
the deadline to file for a new Specialty CSL under 
the grandfather clause to September 1, 2008 and to 
extend the license implementation date to October 
6, 2008. 

DS BG Yes   2:52 
or 
1:43 

9. On other business TMR spoke on the new Native Lumber labeling requirements and a code change 
proposal from the Dept. of Agriculture on use classification of agricultural buildings. TR noted that 
additional training on lateral bracing requirements in the 7th edition of the code would be useful.  

1:49 

10.Vote to adjourn BG TR Yes   3:21 

* Minutes by MSG and time stamp indicates EST or location on the digital recording the discussion started. 


